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OBSERVATIONS,  See . 


SoME  years  fince  that  late  learned,  emi¬ 
nent,  and  ingenious  Phyfician  Dr.  Geach, 
fuggefted  to  me  the  efficacy  of  Calomel 
combined  with  antimony,  in  putrid  Fevers, 
and  the  putrid  and  ulcerated  fore  throat,  a 
pra&ice  which  he  himfelf  had  followed  for 
upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  with  great 
fuccefs.  Tho’  this  pra&ice  was  thus  refpetl- 
ably  recommended,  yet  it  did  not  engage  my 
immediate  attention  becaufe  it  feemed  a 
kind  of  herefy  to  depart  from  the  eflablifhed 
cuftora  and  laws  of  medicine,  fan&ioned  by 
men  of  very  great  eminence,  who  advifed 
bark,  wine,  and  opium  in  fuch  diforders. 

b  About 
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About  the  year  1794,  the  Phyfician,  to 
whom  I  have  already  alluded,  was  fo  kind 
as  to  communicate  to  me  the  following 
letter,  which  he  had  fent,  refpe&ing  the 
diforder  in  queftion,  to  Dr.  Francis  Milman, 
a  very  learned  and  eminent  Phyfician  in 
London. 

Royal  Hofpital,  March  1792. 

Sir, 

Some  years  ago  I  did  myfelf  the  honor 
of  prefenting  you  with  my  pamphlet  on  the 
relaxation  of  human  bodies,  and  the  mif- 
application  of  the  bark,  &c.  which  pam¬ 
phlet  you  was  pleafed  kindly  to  accept,  and 
at  the  fame  time  expreffed  a  deilre,  if  any 
obfervations  were  extended  beyond  my 
printed  thoughts,  that  I  would  communicate 
them  to  you.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
add  on  relaxation  ;  but  beg  to  enlarge  a 
little  on  a  hint  given  in  that  pamphlet  on 
the  efficacy  of  Calomel  in  putrid  or  con¬ 
tinual 
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tinual  fevers,  and  putrid  and  ulcerated  fore 
throats. 

% 

What  firft  induced  me  to  ufe  mercury  I 
will  freely  tell  you.  From  long  attention 
I  found,  that  few  or  none  under  a  courfe  of 
mercury  were  fufceptible  of  fuch  infe&ion, 
tho’  refiding  within  the  fphere  of  prevail¬ 
ing  and  active  contagion.  It  was  remarked 
alfo,  that  the  critical  folution  of  fuch  fevers 
and  fore  throats  was  often  by  a  difcharge 
from  the  nofe,  and  oftener  by  a  very  copi¬ 
ous  defluxion  from  the  mouth  and  fauces, 
which  at  the  commencement  of  the  difor- 
der,  were  in  a  red,  and  even  parched  ftate* 
I  therefore  thought  that  nature  might  be 
affifted  in  her  own  way  by  producing  fuch 
a  falival  difcharge  when  deficient,  or  rather 
by  helping  it  on  when  produced,  by  that 
very  aflive  medicine  Calomel,  without  con- 
fidering  whether  Calomel  had  any  fpecific 

b  %  virtue 
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virtue  or  not  in  fuch  cafes.  Its  falutary  ef- 
feCt  however  in  putrid  and  epidemic  Dy~ 
fenteries,  and  particularly  in  the  putrid 
Fever  and  epidemic  Dyfentery  of  1781,  was 
vifible  enough  ;  an  account  of  which  I  pub- 
lifhed,  and  did  myfelf  the  honor  of  trans¬ 
mitting  it  to  you  at  that  time.  Medical 
pra£titioners  in  India  know,  from  obferva- 
tion  and  experience,  that  mercury  relieves 
often,  and  fometimes  cures  thofe  affliCted 
with  indurations  in  the  liver;  bilious  com¬ 
plaints,  and  chronical  obftruCtions.  And 
the  fuccefs  that  has  for  many  years,  within 
my  obfervation,  attended  the  praCliee  oi 
giving  Calomel  in  putrid  Fevers  and  putrid 
fore  Throats,  will  be  a  fufficient  apology 
for  troubling  you  with  this  letter.  And  I 
mull  requefl:  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  try 
the  medicine  yourfelf,  bring  the  whole  of 
its  effefts  to  the  teft  of  your  own  judgment, 
and  by  the  refult  of  your  experience  decide 

upon 


upon  it ;  adopt  or  rejeft  it.  Although  in 
the  long  run  of  twenty  years  practice  many 
cafes  might  be  adduced  to  give  fandtion  to 
my  opinion,  yet  it  is  my  wifli  that  cafes  of 
fuccefs  and  of  failure  may  come  from  your- 
felf,  whofe  authority  is  of  more  weight  than 
mine,  and  whofe  (kill  and  fagacity  are  far 
fuperior.  If  called  early  to  a  patient  in  a 
putrid  Fever,  or  putrid  fore  Throat,  I  vomit 
that  patient  with  ipecacoanha.  If  not  called 
in  early,  I  give  no  vomit  at  all,  nature  in 
general  having  relived  herfelf  in  that  way 
before;  and  although  vomiting  exafperates 
the  throat,  fauces,  and  tonfils,  yet  an  eme¬ 
tic  evacuates  the  colluvies,  which  tends  to 
keep  up  the  Fever  and  fore  Throat.  An 
hour  or  two  after  the  emetic,  a  grain  or  two 
of  Calomel  is  given  according  totheftrength 
and  circumftances  of  the  patient,  and  the 
next  day  an  infufion  of  fenna  with  manna; 
after  this  three  or  four  grains  of  James’s 

Powder, 
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Powder,  with  the  fame  quantity  of  Calomel, 
every  fix  or  eight  hours.  Upon  thefe  medi¬ 
cines,  and  proper  fupport,  the  whole  de- 
pendance  is  placed.  If  Calomel  and  Jamess 
Powder  do  not  keep  the  body  open,  fome 
mild  laxative  fhould  be  adminiftered  ;  the 
nek  perfon  fliould  be  kept  clean,  and  the 
chamber  night  and  day  well  ventilated,  not- 
withftanding  the  idea  of  mercury,  antimo- 
ny,  perfpiration,  night  air,  &c.  may  feem 
to  iorbid  it  :  Calomel,  though  given  thus 
daily,  does  not  always  produce  a  ptyalifm  , 
and  as  nature  frequently  relieves  herfelf 
without  this  medicine,  by  a  falival  difcharge, 
it  is  not  always  eafy  to  decide  whether  the 
defluxion  be  the  natural  confequence  of  the 
diforder,  or  the  effeft  of  the  medicine.— 
idle  occafion  in  this  cafe  however  is  of  no 
import,  asfucha  defluxion,  iffufferedto 

fupprefled  by  aftringents> 
will  prove  critical,  and  terminate  the  dif¬ 
order,. 
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order.  If  it  be  faid  that  the  antimonial 
preparation  alone  will  often  cure  thefe 
complaints,  I  reply  that  the  cure  will  be 
more  frequent  when  Calomel  is  thus  com¬ 
bined  with  antimony ;  or  Calomel  will  effedt 
the  cure  without  any  antimony  at  all. — 
Although  I  had  never  heard  or  read  that 
Calomel  had  been  given  in  putrid  or  con¬ 
tinual  fevers,  yet  I  have  lately  found,  that 
a  pamphlet,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1771, 
was  written  partly  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  by 
the  ingenious  Dr.  Lyfons,  of  Bath,  whofe 
book  I  have  perufed,  and  am  glad  to  find 
that  we  agree  in  many  points :  Infomuch 
that  the  caufes  publifhed  by  him  give,  in 
fome  meafure,  a  fanflion  to  my  pradiice, 
and  mine  refledts  back  an  authority  on  that 
of  Dr.  Lyfons.  Perhaps  you  will  think 
that  Dr.  Lyfons  having  faid  fo  much,  has 
faid  enough ;  but  for  the  honor  of  that 
Phyficiaa  and  his  dodlrine,  as  well  as  to 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy  the  world,  and  to  extend  ftill  further 
the  reputation  of  a  iifeful  medicine  in  fuch 
Fevers,  it  is  my  wifii  that  your  attention 
be  invited  to  the  fubjeft,  that  the  pradice 
be  further  confirmed  and  dilfufed,  and  the 
medicine  from  your  own  obfervations,  find 
a  more  popular  reception  from  its  good 
effefts,  when  fo  refpedably  attefted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

With  infinite  refped  and  obligation. 
Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

Francis  Geackc 

Prompted  by  this  letter,  and  encouraged 
dill  more  by  frequent  conferences  and  me¬ 
dical  communications  with  the  Author  of 
it,  I  was  induced  to  abandon  the  fyftem  in 
vogue,  and  adopt  this  of  his  recommending, 
and  with  what  fuccefs  it  was  adopted,  the 
following  pages  will  evince* 
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The  fame  remedy,  in  fimilar  cafes,  was 
made  acceptable  to  Dr.  Milman,  by  Dr* 
Clifton,  a  Phyfician  of  great  fkill  and  re- 
fpe&ability,  who  accompanied  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  when  that  experienced  General  em¬ 
barked  with  his  Majefty’s  forces  for  the 
Weft-Indies. — Dr.  Clifton  adduced  many 
cafes  to  give  fan&ion  to  this  praftice,  and 
it  is  no  lefs  remarkable  than  true,  as  Dr. 
Milman  obferved  on  the  occafion,  that  two 
praftitioners  at  fuch  a  diftance,  without  any 
previous  knowledge  of  each  other,  or  any 
communication  whatever,  (hould  recom¬ 
mend  the  fame  mode  of  treatment  to  the 
fame  Phyfician,  at  or  about  the  fame  time. 
The  late  Sir  Thomas  Byard,  a  very  intelli¬ 
gent  naval  Captain,  on  his  return  from 
Toulon,  related  the  following  fa6t  to  Dr. 
Geach,  in  corroboration  of  what  he  had 
heard  that  fkilful  Phyfician  advance  to  the 
late  learned  and  Reverend  Mr.  Alcock, 
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many  years  before,  refpe&ing  mercury  in 
putrid  cafes.  “  The  Englilh  bailors  at 
Toulon,  having  in  their  poffeffion  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  quickfilver,  rubbed  the  infide  of 
their  culinary  veffels  with  it,  in  order  to 
brighten  them.  The  effect  was,  that  thofe 
who  partook  of  the  broth  boiled  in  thofe 
veffels,  were  falivated  ;  and  thofe,  who 
were  in  health,  and  falivated  alfo,  received 
no  infedion  at  all,  altho’  cohabiting  with 
the  infe&ed.” — At  the  requeft  of  Dr.  Geach, 
the  late  General  Morris  ordered  Mr.  Wor- 
fhjp,  a  very  ingenious  burgeon  of  one  of  the 
regiments  under  the  General’s  command  at 

O 

Plymouth,  to  make  a  trial  of  this  medicine; 
and  it  proved  fo  fuccefsful,  that  a  great 
number  of  cafes,  letting  forth  its  fuccefs, 

‘  *  \  *  7  P  'Hi  '*  W  •  r*  ■  v 

were  lent,  with  the  General’s  permiffion,  to 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

*  4  f  ■  f  *  «  0  t 

Dr.  Rulh’s  ingenious  book  is  in  the  hands, 

,  f 

I  fuppofe,  of  almoft  every  medical  perfon, 
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and  therefore  it  were  fuperfluous  here  to 
recapitulate  his  praClice.  Were  we  to  run 
farther  back,  we  fhould  find  that  Dr.  Hux- 
ham  himfelf  was  induced  to  give  Calomel  in 
thefe  fevers,  when  fome  worms  were  voided, 
and  more  were  fufpeCted ;  but  nothing  in  his 
writings,  as  well  as  I  remember,  is  intimated 
concerning  its  ufe  in  the  putrid  Fever  itfelf. 
That  great  Phyfician,  had  he  lived  till  this 
time,  in  all  probability,  fo  candid  as  he 
was,  with  fo  enlarged  a  mind  ;  with  fuch 
perfpicacity  as  he  poffefled,  would  have 
difcovered  the  falutary  principle  inherent 
in  this  medicine,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  and 
would  have  been  open  to  conviction,  as  no 
man  was  ever  more  ftudious  of  inveftigating 
truth,  or  of  embracing  it  wherever  he  found 
it,  or  from  whomfoever  it  might  come. 

Mr.  Bredall,  a  very  fkilful  furgeon,  an 
old  practitioner,  a  man  of  character  and  of 

c  %  sxtenflve 
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extenfive  pra&ice,  had  the  care  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  foldiers  of  the  Royal 
Chefter  Blues,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Podmere.  Thefe  foldiers  were  brought 
from  Ireland  to  Ilfracombe,  and  from  thence 
to  Taviftock.  The  putrid  Fever  prevailed 
among  them,  when,  by  purfuing  the  mer¬ 
curial  plan,  and  Mr.  Bredall  purfued  it  to 
a  confiderable  extent,  all,  except  one  man 
recovered ;  neither  did  any  falival  defluxion 
attend  the  ufe  of  the  Calomel.  He  treated 
many  others  in  that  town  and  neighbour¬ 
hood,  laboring  under  the  fame  iever,  with 
the  like  fuccefs.  Neither  did  he  obferve 
that  Calomel  ran  off  in  a  Diarrhoea ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  obliged  from  the  onfet  to 
the  termination,  to  adminifter  occafionally 
fome  gentle  laxatives.  The  fame  Gentle¬ 
man  faw  alfo  the  good  effects  of  this  mer¬ 
curial  preparation  in  ulcerated  fore  throats, 
with  which  many  children  and  adults  were 
affefted  at  Beer  and  Beeralfion, 
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The  experienced  Surgeon  of  his  Majefty’s 
ftiip  Veteran ,  who  was  long  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  confirming  this  pra&ice,  of  giving 
Calomel  in  this  very  Fever,  which  prevailed 
in  his  fhip,  remarked,  that  no  medicine  elfe 
was  found  at  all  effe£lual ;  and  added,  that 

*  f  « i  #  §  i 

as  foon  as  the  mouth  became  fore,  the  dis¬ 
order  relented  ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  remarkable, 
than  true,  that  a  drachm  and  half  of  Calo¬ 
mel,  and  even  more,  hath  often  not  produced 
this  effe<ft.  The  Honorable  George  Dundas, 
who  lay  very  dangeroufly  ill  at  Stonehoufe, 
of  this  very  fever  that  prevailed  in  the  fhip 
to  which  he  belonged,  commanded  by 
Captain  Souther  on ,  recovered,  after  having 
taken,  for  three  weeks,  eighteen  grains  of 
Calomel  daily,  without  producing  any  fore- 
nefs  of  the  mouth,  or  any  defluxion  what¬ 
ever  :  and  the  fame  quantity  of  Calomel, 
with  the  fame  fuccefs,  was  every  day,  for 
three  weeks,  adminiftered  to  Lieutenant 

O’Brien, 
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O’Brien,  a  nephew  of  Lord  Inchiquin, 
without  exciting  any  falivai  difcharge  ;  and 
I  think  I  have  obferved,  that  the  greater  the 
degree  of  putrefcency,  the  greater  difficulty 
there  is  to  induce  a  plyalifm ;  and  this 
ffiews  what  difference  there  is  between  this 
kind  of  putrefa&ion,  and  that  arifing  from 
a  fcorbutic  diforder;  for  a  very  final*  quan¬ 
tity  will  often  affe£l  the  gums  of  fcorbutic 
patients ;  and  therefore,  when  this  diforder 
is  combined  with  a  taint  of  another  kind, 
we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  delifting,  for 
a  time,  from  a  mercurial  procefs,  on  this 
very  account.  However  this  may  be,  there 
is  fome  reafon  to  think,  that  a  certain 
quantity  of  mercury  is  neceffary  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  habit,  in  order  to  fubdue 

*  *■  • 

this  fever ;  as  we  find  in  another  diforder 
already  alluded  to,  which  though  not  acute, 
is  but  too  popular  among  us:  for  here  a 
quantity  of  mercury  muft  be  ufed,  propor¬ 
tioned 
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portioned  to  the  degree  of  virus,  and  the 
habit  of  the  patient.  Perhaps  future  expe¬ 
rience  may  bring  all  this  in  a  great  meafure 
to  more  certainty,  and  enable  us  to  judge 
how  much  mercury  in  general  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  conquer  effeflually  fuch  a  Fever 
as  this  in  our  own  climate.  For  as  the 
diforder  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies  is 
more  rapid,  and  of  courfe  fooner  fatal, 
much  larger  dofes,  and  oftener  repeated* 
according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  pa* 
tient,  will  be  required. 

r 

i 

It  will  be  thought  perhaps,  by  thofe  who 
have  been,  from  education,  and  from  other 
caufes,  devoted  to  another  fyftem,  that 
Calomel,  thus  frequently  adminiftered,  will 
affefl  the  bowels  ;  but  in  the  Dyfentery  that 
prevailed  in  September  1-781,  (an  account 
of  which  was  publiftied  by  this  ingenious 
Phyfician  Dr*  GeachJ  Calomel  carried  off 
■  ‘ '  •  ■  '  >  .  the 
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the  bloody  and  mucus  ftools  ;  caufed  the 
lever  to  fubfide,  and  the  imces  to  defcend  * 
But  to  (hew  how  often  we  are  deceived  by 
reafonmgs  &  priori,  let  the  prabtitioner  put 
this  procefs  upon  its  trial,  and  he  will  find 
for  the  mod  part,  that  this  very  medicine, 
which,  from  conjecture,  he  deemed  preju¬ 
dicial,  praftice  will  ftiew  to  be  a  remedy  > 
for  the  very  caufe  that  produced  either  Di- 
arrhcea  or  Dyfentery,  or  both,  will  be  cor- 
rebled,  or  deftroyed  by  this  preparation  ; 
infomuch,  that  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
mercury,  I  have  often  been  under  the  ne— 
cellity  of  giving  rhubaib,  cream  of  tartar, 
and  tamarind  whey,  in  oraer  to  keep  the 
body  open  ;  although  previoufly  to  the  ufe 
of  Calomel,  the  internal  difcharges  had 
been  frequent,  fcetid,  and  bloody.  It  is 
but  candid  however  to  own,  that  Doftor 
Clifton,  fearful  of  this  confequence,  and, 

from  one  inftance,  fufpeaing  that  his  in¬ 
tention 
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tention  had  been  defeated  by  a  Diarrhoea* 
fupervening  the  ufe  of  Calomel;  adopted 
another  mode,  and  he  carried  this  mode 
fo  far  as  to  rub,  even  children,  with  the 
flrong  mercurial  ointment,  in  order  to 
raife  as  foon  as  poffible  a  ptyalifm,  placing 
his  dependance  on  that  difcharge,  when 
the  diforder  raged  with  the  utmofl  feverity, 
and  life  was  in  danger. 

The  teftimonies  I  have  received  on  all 
fides,  from  different  pra&itioners,  tend  ftill 
further  to  ftrengthen  what  I  have  advanced 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  may  collaterally  prove 
that  unbiaffed  and  unprejudiced  people 
have  feen  the  fame  happy  effefts  as  myfelf, 
from  the  ufe  of  this  medicine.  Whether 
time,  that  matures  every  thing,  that  hides, 
and  brings  to  light  what  is  hidden,  may 
Ihew  us  that  this  medicine,  even  in  other 
fevers*  may  have  its  ufe,  it  is  not  my  pre- 

n  fent 
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fentbiifinefs  to  difcufs,  but  only  to  fuggeft, 
as  I  wifh  to  confine  myfelf  to  this  fever, 
and  to  the  ulcerated  fore  throat,  and  there¬ 
fore  am  not  defirous  of  lofing  myfelf  in 
theory,  which  I  know  is  liable  to  be  con¬ 
troverted,  and  the  controverfy  may  coun¬ 
teract  the  praCtice,  render  it  con fu Ted  or 
doubtful,  or  fet  it  altogether  alide,  until 
another  generation,  by  fome  lucky  hit, 
fome  fortuitous  event,  (if  any  event  be 
fortuitous)  revives  and  brings  this  medical 
treatment  again  into  repute ;  and  then  ad¬ 
vocates  will  arife  as  ftrenuous  for  it,  as 
their  predeceffors  were  for  the  bark,  opi¬ 
um,  and  wine. — Having  mentioned  thefe, 
permit  me  to  obferve,  that  tho*  the  weak- 
nefs  and  languor  of  the  lick,  in  thefe  dif- 
orders,  may  fometimes  difpofe  the  praCH- 
tioner  to  think  that  bark,  wine,  opium, 
and  fuch  like  bracers,  antifeptics,  fedatives, 
as  they  are  termed  and  adminiftered,  are 
i  proper 
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proper  to  remove  fever,  languor,  and  pu¬ 
trefaction  ;  yet,  have  I  feen  patients  in  the 
putrid  fever,  to  whom  bark  had  been  given 
in  table  fpoonfuls  fora  dofe,  and  fuch  a 
dofe  repeated  every  fecond  hour ;  when 
they  had  drank  a  ftrong  decoftion  of  the 
bark  for  their  common  drink,  and  three 
bottles  of  Port  wine  daily  ;  who,  after  all, 
died  under  putrefcency.  Such  was  the 
cafe  of  Mr.  Gill,  a  worthy  furgeon  of 
Lifkeard  ;  and  having  feen  numerous  cafes 
of  the  fame  kind,  under  the  fame  regimen, 
terminate  in  the  fame  unfortunate  way,  I 
muft  confefs  I  was  inclined  to  feek  after 
other  means  of  relief,  and  a  more  effe&ual 
method  of  cure.  Waving  therefore  all 
theory  whatever,  I  thought  that  medicine 
muft  be  learned,  as  well  as  pra&ifed,  at 
the  bedfide  of  the  patient,  elfe  why  clinical 
le&ures  ?  And  however  refpeftable  the 
authority  might  be,  that  the  bufmefs  after 

d  2  al!, 
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all,  mull  be  reduced  to  common  fenfe,  and 
that  theory,  however  well  fancied,  how¬ 
ever  piaufibly  fupported,  mull  give  way 
to  obfervation  and  truth  :  yet  I  do  not 
here  by  any  means  wifh  to  intimate,  that 
my  authority  is  to  countervail  or  fet  afide 
that  which  men  of  fuperior  talents  have 
fubmitted  to  the  public  ;  but  when  their 
theory,  or  their  prafiice,  or  both,  in  too 
frequent  inftances  have  been  the  caufe  of 
difappointment,  it  will,  I  hope,  be  deemed 
neither  vanity  nor  prefumption,  to  deviate 
with  due  deference  and  caution  from  them; 
efpecially  in  a  fcience  confidered  as  con¬ 
jectural,  where  we  have  both  limited  power 
of  mind,  and  of  medicine,  different  difor- 
jders,  and  various  changes  in  thefe  difor- 
ders :  And  although  I  may  venerate,  and 
venerate  I  do,  the  great  Phyficians  who 
have  been  my  guides,  and,  if  you  pleafe, 

my  philofophers,  yet  when  fuch  guides 

•  «  • 
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and  philofophers  do  not  condu£t  me  to  the 
right  path,  to  the  path  that  leads  on  to  the 
reftoration  of  the  fick,  and  to  the  purpofe 
for  which  I  was  educated,  for  which  I 
iludy,  and  for  which  I  praftife  ;  a  wary 
deviation  cannot  be  confidered  as  wild  er¬ 
ror,  efpecially  when  luch  a  deviation  has 
by  men  of  learning,  of  judgement,  and  of 
obfervation,  been  recommended.  So  deep 
indeed  is  the  fcience,  fo  various  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  men,  fo  complicated  and  unde-^ 
fined  the  diforders,  that  thofe  of  the  greateft 
eminence,  think  it  fometimes  necefiary  to 
call  other  Phyficians  in  to  confultation  ; 
nor  is  this  ftrange,  fince  we  fee  in  the  law, 

the  books  of  which  equal,  or  out-number 

\ 

thofe  of  phyfick,  that  the  learned  Judges 
themfelves  are  fometimes  individually  be^. 
wildered,  and  refer  cafes  to  the  whole 
bench  for  their  decifion;  and  even  in  affairs 

of  ftate.  all  the  members  are  fummoned 

»•  •*»  9 
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when  matters  of  import  are  to  be  debated; 
councils  of  war  are  held,  and  committees 
are  appointed,  by  whofe  union  of  talents, 
the  bufinefs,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  to  be 
confidered,  adjufted,  and  concluded. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  after 
the  ufe  of  Calomel,  although  no  falival 
difchargehath  often  been  promoted  by  that 
preparation,  nor  any  critical  folution  of 
the  fever  by  a  dqpofit  in  the  urine,  a  di* 
arrhcea,  or  a  prof  ufe  perforation  ;  yet  it  is 
pertain,  that  the  blacknefs  of  the  tongue 
hath  foon  difappeared,  and  that  the  floughs 
:n  the  ulcerated  fore  throat  have  been  de¬ 
tached  after  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  un¬ 
combined  with  antimony,  when  the  ur- 

t#  ^  * 

gency  of  the  cafe  hath  required  large  dofes 
at  no  great  did^nce  from  each  other. 

!;  *  *  i  v  )  >.  -  <  v  >  .  -  *  v  .  .  I  *  j 

When  Calomel  hath  not  been  admi- 

nillered. 
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niftered,  we  know  it  is  worth  while  to 
watch  the  crifis  of  the  fever  in  queftion, 
whether  it  hath  been  perfect  or  not,  whe¬ 
ther  the  habit  hath  been  wholly  freed  from 
the  febrile  matter ;  for  fuch  fometimes, 
when  not  altogether  thrown  off,  will  lay 
the  foundation  of  fome  chronic  diforder, 
to  be  feen,  and  feverely  felt,  at  a  great 
diflance  of  time  ;  and  then,  the  real  caufe 
not  being  fufpefted,  the  diforder  will  be 
attributed  to  fomething  elfe,  lefs  remote. 
If  therefore,  when  the  fever  has  yielded, 
and  no  crifis  hath  been  vifible  ;  when  the 

patient  hath  not  recovered  his  complexion, 

\ 

but  hath  at  times  a  pain  in  the  bowels, 
little  or  no  appetite,  a  ringing  in  the  ears, 
there  is  reafon  to  fear,  though  he  may  go 
on  thus  for  fome  years,  that  the  relifts  of 
the  fever  caufed  thofe  complaints ;  and, 
perhaps,  the  peccant  matter  may  be  thrown 
on  fome  vifcus  within,  or  fome  part  with- 
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out ;  fometimes  no  organ  or  vifcus  may 
be  affeded  at  all,  but  the  fubtle  poifon, 
(for  fo  it  may  be  termed)  not  expelled  by 
the  febrile  force  at  firft,  nor  correded  af¬ 
terwards,  nor  diffipated  by  Natures  own 
effeds,  may  be  totally  deftroyed  by  another 
fever ;  and  then  the  habit  will  be  reno¬ 
vated.  I  have  known  the  laft  elfay  of  a 
fever  affed,  in  a  lad,  the  denfe  part  of  the 
tibia  in  a  node  like  appearance,  and 
that  node  accompanied  with  acute  pain 
and  inflammation,  hath  been  removed  by 
mercurial  ointment,  well  rubbed  on  the 
part ;  and  when  the  fever  hath  not  been 
carried  off,  either  through  the  kidneys,  the 
pores,  the  wind-pipe,  or  the  inteftines,  I 
have  known  a  religious  melancholy  fuc- 
ceed,  and  harrafs  the  patient,  and  the  caufe 
being  merely  mechanical,  and  fubtle,  of  a 
nature  not  difcernible,  nor  to  be  under- 
flood  i  the  diforder*  now  become  a  new 

and 


(  25  ) 

and  diftinCt  one*  hath  not  yielded,  either 
to  fetons  or  iffues,  or  waters  of  any  kind, 
or  to  medicine. 

But  when  Calomel  hath  been  given,  even 
in  large  dofes,  till  the  fever  hath  been  per¬ 
fectly  vanquifhed,  I  have  not  yet  feen  any 
ill  effeCts  from  it ;  neither  have  there  been 
difcernibly  any  of  thofe  confequences  juft 
enumerated  from  an  imperfeft  crifis,  when 
the  fever  hath  either  worked  out  partly  its 
own  deftruCiion,  or  hath  been  in  fome 
degree  conquered  by  any  other  medical 
means :  and  it  may  be  proper  to  mention 
this  circumftance,  left  the  medicine  fliould 
be  prejudged,  and  an  idea  entertained  that 
mercury  (the  name  of  which  is  formidable) 
fliould  be  confidered  as  injurious  to  the 
fyftem  itfelf,  and  that  while  it  is  given  with 
the  view  to  correCt  or  take  away  one  evil, 

< 

it  may  introduce  and  leave  another  behind. 

s  But 


(  26  ) 

• 

But  I  have  more  than  once  oblerved,  (and 
had  it  not  been  more  than  once  I  would 
not  have  mentioned  it)  that  patients,  whofe 
health  had  been  precarious,  who  had  been 
ailing  before  the  fever  attacked  them,  have 
got  rid  ot  their  former  complaints,  and 
have  become  healthy  ;  although  I  will  not 
take  upon  myfelf  to  fay  whether  the  change 
were  wrought  by  the  effe£t  of  the  fever 
i'l y  eonfidered,  or  by  the  mercury  re¬ 
moving  the  obftruflions,  that  were  the 

•  ■■  v  ■  »  *  *  *  ■  *  • 

cau.'e  of  iheir  ailments  :  further,  I  have 
hno  vn  that  patients,  fubjedt  to  flatulencies, 
and  bilious  diforders,  have  been  relieved 

by  a  liberal  courfe  of  mercury,  when  a  dif- 

#  ■ 

order  of  another  kind,  which  nothing  but 
mercury  or  the  nitrous  acid  will  extirpate, 
hath  required  it.  Let  it  not  therefore  be 
faid  that  Calomel  will  irritate  too  much; 
that  it  will  break  down  ftill  more,  the 
blood,  already  broken  by  contagion :  for 

this 


*7 


( 

this  reafoning  will  be  found  as  little  valid,, 
as  that  the  bark  will  refill  or  correfl  fuch 
putrefcence,  and  laudanum  quiet  the  irri¬ 
tation  in  fuch  fevers,  when  the  fluids  or 
the  humors  become  aftive,  flruggle  to  get 
loofe,  and  ruth  out  wherever  they  can  find 
vent. 

The  general  doflrine  being  thus  explain- 
ed,  there  will,  I  truft,  be  no  need  to  mul- 

A  t 

tiply  inftances  of  fuccefs,  in  order  to  il- 
luftrate  and  fanflion  this  doftrine.  It  is 
my  wifh,  however,  that  the  rules  here  in¬ 
culcated,  may  be  attended  to,  by  the  un¬ 
biased  and  unprejudiced;  as  I  have  no 
motive  whatever  thus  in  bringing  into  fur¬ 
ther  repute,  this  method  or  art  of  curing* 
but  that  the  ufe  of  Calomel,  in  the  hands 
of  abler  men,  may  become  more  general, 
and  I  truft  it  will  be  found  a  more  effeftual 
remedy  than  any  hitherto  admin  iftered,  for 

e  2  this 
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this  very  calamitous  diforder ;  neither  let 
the  practice  be  confidered  as  empirical, 
becaufe  it  is  founded  only  on  experience ; 
for  if  fo,  the  immortal  Sydenham  himfelf  could 
not  be  ranked  in  any  other  clafs  than  that 
of  rational  empiricks,  as  the  very  learned 
Le  Clerc  indeed  has  ohferved  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Phyfick.*  “  Nous  avons  les  Ecrits  dun 
fameux  Praticien  Anglois,  (Sydenham,) 
mort  depuis  peu,  qui  ne  s  eloigne  guere  des 
regies  qu’on  a  donnees,  &  qui  renouvelle 
avec  fucces  V Empirique  raifonnable .  II  feroit 
a  jfouhaiter  que  tous  les  Medecins  fuiviffent 
fon  exemple.” 

Neither  let  the  medicine  itfelf  be  con¬ 
demned  untried,  becaufe  we  cannot  ac¬ 
count  for  its  a&ion  >  left  it  fnould  be  re¬ 
torted,  that  we  know  not  how  bark  taken 
inwardly,  or  quilted  into  a  waiftcoat  and 
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worn  outwardly,  how  arfenic,  or  a  cobweb3 
or  the  (huff  of  a  candle  cures  the  ague, 
although  we  know  that  each  in  its  turn  has 
been  effe&ual  enough  to  remove,  for  a 
time  at  leaft,  that  diforder ;  with  refped: 
then  to  the  power,  the  modus  operandi, 
and  the  effect  of  this  medicine,  ingenious 
men  may  deduce,  from  fome  data  or  other, 
enticing  notions  that  may  appear  fatis fac¬ 
tory,  but  fuch  reafons  or  notions,  if  a  pos¬ 
teriori,  will  Surely  be  more  effective,  more 
convincing  than  the  theory,  which  prece¬ 
ded  the  pra&ice.  Perhaps  it  may  be  found, 
and  the  new  chemiftry  may  aflift  us,  that 
Calomel  fomeway  or  other  operates  on  the 
bile,  and  who  knows  but  the  bile  itfelf  may 
in  fome  way  or  other  vitiated,  be,  in  part 
at  leaft  the  caufe  of  the  diforder,  or  that 
infe&ion  of  what  kind  foever  it  be,  infcru- 
table  to  human  penetration,  may  more 
particularly  affe£i  this  fluid,  and  the  liver, 

from 
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from  whence  it  is  fecerned  ;  for  we  obferve 
the  fame  yellow  tinge  in  the  eyes,  the  fame 
drynefs,  the  fame  pungent  heat  on  the  {kin, 
as  in  the  jaundice  ;  which  appearance  we 
find  alfo  from  other  kinds  of  infe&ion, 
befides  the  infeftion  of  this  fever,  as  that 
from  the  bite  of  a  viper,  and  of  another 
diforder,  too  frequent  among  us. 

In  putting  thefe  few  pages  together  I 
am  influenced  only  by  faffs,  and  a  wilh 
that  the  ufe  of  Calomel  in  putrid  or  con¬ 
tinual  fevers,  no  matter  tor  the  name,  or 
for  words,  may  be  further  extended  ;  that 
the  prejudice  annexed  to  this  medicine, 
from  its  long  known  qualities,  contrafted 
with  its  newly  difcovcred  and  defcribed 
effedts  may  be  removed,  that  Calomel  may 
fuperfede  in  fuch  fevers  the  Peruvian  bark, 
opium,  and  ftrong  liquors.  The  tefti- 

monies  here  made  public  are  from  very 

refpedtable 
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refpe&able  authority,  to  which  no  doubt 
can  be  affixed,  no  cenfure  can  with  can- 
dour  be  attached.  The  medicine,  if  put 
to  the  t eft,  and  then  found  inadequate, 
will  foon  fink  into  difrepute,  as  not  being 
equal  to  its  chara&er:  if  it  fucceeds,  I 
{hall  be  happy  that  I  have  been  in  fome 
degree  inftrumental  towards  bringing  it 
more  into  notice. 

The  Writer  cannot  be  deemed  an  inno¬ 
vator,  becaufe  this  practice  was  known  and 
followed,  although  in  a  fmall  circle,  near 
thirty  years  ago,  and  it  has  lately  been 
fan&ioned  by  men  of  charafter  and  of 
{kill ;  but  had  it  been  then  publiffied,  fuch 
novel  doflrine  would  not  have  made  its 

way,  could  not  have  refifted  attacks,  efpe- 

♦ 

dally  from  thofe  who  were  intoxicated 
with  the  wine  of  error,  unlefs  a  Boerhaave 
had  advanced  the  do&rine,  or  a  Cullen 

defended 
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defended  it.  The  prefent  period  feems 
better  calculated  for  the  purpofe  of  its 
popularity;  but  whether  now  it  will  be 
univerfally  credited,  and  received  readily 
by  the  public,  it  is  impoffible  to  fay.— 
The  Author  having  no  theory  to  fortify 
or  eftablifh  his  practice,  a  plain  and  un¬ 
adorned  narrative  may  be  unheeded ;  his 
pamphlet  may  be  foon  oppreffed  by  the 
incumbent  weight  of  more  confequential 
prod  unions,  or  lie  fmothered  and  undif- 
tinguished  among  the  mafs  of  other  literary 
trifles.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  redlitude  of 
the  Writer’s  intention  cannot  fuffer  any 
dununition  either  by  time  or  contingencies. 


ROACH,  printer,  dock. 


